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Berger stable
Basketball player’s condition shows
improvement after Tuesday collapse

BY TAVIN STUCKI
sports editor

USU BASKETBALL PLAYER DANNY BERGER is receiving emergency medical
treatment at Intermountain Medical Center in Murray, Utah after he collapsed Tuesday.
DELAYNE LOCKE photo.

Danny Berger is easy to spot on the USU
men’s basketball posters. He’s the only one
sporting a full-‐tooth grin.
Today, no one on the team is smiling.
They’re praying. Hoping and huddling
together with love and angst.
Berger, a guard from Medford, Ore.,
stopped breathing while walking to a
water cooler during pravctice Tuesday
and collapsed into senior forward Kyisean
Reed’s arms. Mike Williams of the USU
Athletic Training staff tended to Berger,
performing CPR and reviving him with an
automated external defibrillator minutes
later.
“When it was placed on him, it detected
he had gone into full cardiac arrest,” said
USU team physician Trek Lyons. “The
AED indicated that it was a rhythm to be
shocked, so he received one shock from it
and was able to regain a pulse, but had to
be shocked again.”
Ambulance personnel shortly arrived
on the scene and Berger was flown to
Intermountain Medical Center in Murray,
where he was listed in critical condition.
Lauren Berger, Danny Berger’s sister,
posted on her Facebook account Tuesday

that her brother is doing better.
“Things are looking up for Danny as of
now,” she wrote. “He’s at the SLC hospital
now. Everyone keep him in your prayers.”
John Berger, Danny Berger’s older broth-‐
er was with him in the Murray hospital.
“Danny collapsed during practice, and
we are still unsure of the reason for it,”
John Berger said. “As of right now, things
are looking good. He’s waking up and
responding the way the doctors want him
to.”
Lyons said he and the other doctors are
unaware of any preexisting heart condi-‐
tions that may have triggered the cardiac
arrest.
“He’s a well-‐conditioned athlete, but
this reminds all of us that there are certain
things that are unpredictable,” Lyons said.
Kathleen Steadman, a CPR and AED
instructor at USU said defibrillators have
more often than not saved the life of some-‐
one who has stopped breathing.
“The truth about AEDs is they are a
huge difference between people coming
back and not,” she said.
Constant electrical activity keeps a regu-‐
lar pulse in a human heart. Sometimes
due to a birth defect in the heart or when

See BERGER, Page 7

USU Researchers assist in Alzheimer’s breakthrough
BY ALLIE HENDRIX
staff writer

Utah State University
researchers contributed to the
biggest breakthrough in under-‐
standing Alzheimer’s disease in
almost two decades, according
to material published recently
in the New England Journal
of Medicine. Scientists from
around the world collaborated
in this effort to analyze genetic
markers for rare mutations that
shed light on how the disease
develops.
Dr. Christopher Corcoran, a
biostatistician on the research
team, said for research break-‐

throughs like this to happen,
institutions have to come
together and pool their resourc-‐
es. Otherwise, there just isn’t
enough data to see the rare
genetic mutations that could
help determine specific causes
of Alzheimer’s disease.
“When you’re studying a
disease like Alzheimer’s, you
need to have a gigantic sample,”
Corcoran said. “You need to
have as many individuals as
possible. The move over the
last five to six years has been to
pool samples from across stud-‐
ies to give you a higher prob-‐
ability of identifying effects,

identifying new genes.“
This particular discovery
concerned a genetic variant
referred to as the TREM2 gene
which, although rare, increases
likelihood of developing
Alzheimer’s threefold.
“Before this, there were
only a handful of genes that
were known to have a very
strong effect for Alzheimer’s,”
Corcoran said. “It’s the first
major gene in a long time that’s
been identified for the disease.”
Corcoran said as people pool
their resources and collaborate
through these kinds of consor-‐
tia, the resulting giant super

samples give them the ability to
detect connections which were
overlooked before.
USU contributed data from
the Cache County Memory
Study, a world-‐famous study on
the effects of Alzheimer’s and
dementia that was started in
1995 and is ongoing.
According to the USU Center
for Epidemiological Studies,
The Cache County Memory
Study enrolled 50,092 perma-‐
nent residents of the county —
90 percent participation. Cache
County is uniquely suited to
this study because the elderly of
Cache County have a longer life

expectancy, higher educational
attainment and lower incidence
of chronic disease than similar
situations, which can compli-‐
cate the diagnosis of dementias.
Elizabeth Fauth, an investi-‐
gator in an ongoing dementia
progression study at USU, said
the Cache County Memory
Study is very unique and valu-‐
able because the initial rate of
participation in Cache County
was so high.
“We’ve been able to get a
whole population of people
before they get Alzheimer’s dis-‐

See ALZHEIMER’S, Page 3

Author explains founding father Professors earn
science fellowship

BY LEANN FOX

staff writer

In an event sponsored by USU’s Project on Liberty
and American Constitutionalism, Richard Brookhiser, a
senior editor for National Review and author of “James
Madison: Father of the Constitution, Father of Politics,”
spoke to students and faculty Tuesday afternoon in the
TSC Auditorium.
During his speech, he focused on James Madison and
the Constitution’s role in modern American politics.
He gave a number of anecdotes stories about young
Madison and his significant part in the making of the
constitution.
“Madison is like the energizer bunny,” Brookhiser
said. “He never stops.”
A majority of Brookhiser’s work has been historical.
He conducted studies on George Washington, Alexander
Hamilton, Gouverneur Morris and the Adams family.
“I have always had a love for history,” Brookhiser said.
“In high school, it was my sport. I knew every president
and every candidate for president in the history of the
United States. History is not so long ago. The founding
of our government is much closer than those of other
countries.”
Brookhiser was born Feb. 23, 1955 in Rochester, N.Y.
He now resides with his wife of 32 years, Jeanne Safer, a
psychotherapist and author, in Manhattan.
Brookhiser is the author of 13 books, including “Right
Time, Right Place” and “What Would the Founders Do?”
In 2002, he wrote and hosted “Rediscovering George
Washington” and “Rediscovering Alexander Hamilton,”
both documentaries for PBS Television. Many of
Brookhiser’s writings have been featured in magazines
such as Cosmopolitan, Vanity Fair and The New Yorker.
Brookhiser’s first article was published in the
National Review when he was 15 years old. In 1977, he

BY ASHLYN TUCKER
staff writer

graduated from Yale University and was hired on full-‐
time for the National Review. By the age of 23, he had
become the youngest senior editor in the magazine’s his-‐
tory.
In 2008, Brookhiser was awarded the National
Humanities Medal during a White House ceremony by

Two USU professors have been appointed as fellows by the
American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Patricia Lambert of the department of sociology, social
work and anthropology and Lance Seefeldt of the depart-‐
ment of chemistry and biochemistry will be formally recog-‐
nized for their achievements at the annual AAAS Meeting to
be held Feb. 14-‐18, 2013 in Boston.
The AAAS is the world’s largest general science society
with more than 120,000 members. The society represents
the interest of science in general. They also put out the jour-‐
nal “Science,” Lambert said.
Lambert said the AAAS holds a large conference each year
to bring together professionals and experts in all different
disciplines of science to interact and work with each other.
As part of the conference, a recognition ceremony is held for
the new fellows.
Lambert said fellows can be nominated by other members
of the AAAS in one of several ways.
“You can be nominated by three people who are already
fellows, the committee for your particular area can nominate
you or the head of the society can also make a nomination,”
she said.
According to AAAS, fellows are chosen to be recognized
for “meritorious efforts to advance science or its applica-‐
tions.”
Seefelt said his research deals with studying how bacteria
convert nitrogen gas present in the air to ammonia. He said

See MADISON, Page 2
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RICHARD BROOKHISER, author of “James Madison:
Father of the Constitution, Father of Politics,” speaks in the TSC
Auditorium on Tuesday. JESSICA FIFE photo
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USU plans revitalization for trees on campus
BY JERA WOOD
staff writer

As a result of potential
safety hazards created
by the maple trees sur-‐
rounding the Quad, USU’s
Arboretum Committee
has developed a master
plan to replace the trees.
The plan has been five
years in the making and
will be initiated this
spring.
“Ultimately, we will
plant 48 trees,” said
Stanley Kane, the univer-‐
sity architect and director
of operations.
The trees, which will
be planted on all four
sides of the Quad by the
landscape stuff under the
direction of the on cam-‐
pus arborist, are London
planes.
Rob Reeder, the direc-‐
tor of landscape opera-‐
tions, said the goal of the
master plan for the trees
on the Quad is a safe and
gradual transformation.
Reeder said as the new
London planes trees grow,
they are going to prune
back the branches of the
old maple trees to allow
room for the London
planes to grow. This will
not happen in the near
future, he said.
The Arboretum
Committee doesn’t plan
to cut down older trees
until the new trees are
planted, unless particular
trees become safety haz-‐
ards for students, Reeder
said.
This may be the case for
the trees on the east side
of the Quad.

“We don’t want a tree
limb to fall down and
hurt someone so we are
having a safety check,
which we do annually,
but we are just having a
second opinion this fall,”
Kane said.
If this second opin-‐
ion deems the east side
trees unsafe, they will be
removed instead of gradu-‐
ally taken down with the
rest of the maples, Kane
added.
The trees may become
dangerous because they
are aging, Reeder said.
“They have a natural
lifespan which we are
coming to the end of,”
Reeder said.
According to Kane, this
concern began to develop
five years ago after a
windstorm blew some
branches off of the south
trees near the Ray B. West
Building, which have
since been removed.
“We began to have con-‐
cerns about some of the
trees being healthy,” Kane
said. “The branches were
black and decayed inside.
Fortunately, we have
not had people seriously
injured.”
Shortly after the wind
storm the Arboretum
Committee, which con-‐
sists of faculty from
the College of Natural
Resources, Extension, the
College of Agriculture
staff, an arborist and an
outside landscape con-‐
tractor, began to develop
the master plan to replace
the maples, of which the
youngest ones are about
80 years old, Kane said.

“It has been a very
gradual and incremental
process to develop this
plan with the most input
from all of campus as pos-‐
sible,” Kane said. “This is
the first master plan to
only look at planting.”
It was the Arboretum
Committee who selected
the london planes.
“When we started this,
we were worried about
species diversity,” Kane
said, “We came to a con-‐
sensus of uniform trees
on the Quad.”
The new London planes
will eventually be the
only trees on the Quad.
These trees were selected
for ideal form, scale, color
and resistance to disease.
“The Quad has always
been a multi-‐use space,
so it is a very significant
space,” Kane said. “Plus, it
is very beautiful.”
He said the hope for
the London planes is that
they will be noticeable
within five years and will
add to the beauty of the
Quad.
Reeder projects it will
be at least 100 years
before the London planes
get to a point where they
have to be removed.
“I don’t think any of us
will be around to see it,”
Reeder said. “They will
keep growing until they
die.”
– jerawood@aggiemail.
usu.edu
TREES ALONG THE QUAD may pose risks to students if they aren’t replaced. This
spring, the Aboretum Committee will initiate a plan to plant 48 trees. SAMANTHA BEHL photo

Instructor presents at academic conference
BY JANESSA
ZEEMAN
staff writer

M. Whitney Olsen,
a lecturer in the depart-‐
ment of English at USU,
presented at an academic
conference hosted by
TYCA West, the Two-‐Year
College Association for
English, Oct 19-‐20. The
presentation took place at
the Taylorsville campus
of Salt Lake Community
College.
Olsen’s co-‐presenters

M. WHITNEY OLSEN
were Duane Roen, the
president of the Council
of Writing Program
Administrators, and

Angela Clark-‐Oates,
the course manager for
Arizona State University’s
online Writers Studio.
Olsen’s presentation
was entitled “Using the
Framework for Success in
Postsecondary Writing
to Foster Learning.” The
document presented in
the presentation was the
Eight Habits of Mind,
which is a framework for
success to help students in
their academic experience.
It was published by three
different major English

organizations.
“The focus of our
presentation was on the
Eight Habits of Mind, and
those eight help students
not only in the writing
process but on focusing
on different ways to make
these happen in the class-‐
room,” Olsen said.
The habits are also
designed to help students
develop advanced think-‐
ing patterns and methods
they would use through-‐
out their entire college
experience and future

careers, he said.
In the presentation,
Roen covered the birth of
the habits. The lifelong
English scholars and
researchers who analyzed
these learning techniques
gathered together and
created the document on
their own based on the
common core standards.
The document focuses
on undergraduate writing
classes and was designed
for those writing pro-‐
grams.
“The council for writing

FELLOWS: Professors to be honored in Boston
From page 1
he believes his team’s leadership in under-‐
standing the process on a molecular level was
an important factor in his selection as a fellow.
“It is one of the key processes for life on
Earth,” he said.
Seefeldt said his many years of service with
the National Science Foundation were also a
likely factor in the AAAS choosing him.
Lambert’s research is at the opposite end of
the science spectrum. She refers to herself as a
bioarcheologist.
“I study human skeletal remains from
archaeological sites,” she said. “I kind of span
biology on one hand and archeology on the
other.”
Lambert said she specifically studies the
history of violence and warfare by looking for
evidence of violent injury in the skeletons she
examines.
“It is important to expand our understand-‐
ing of violence to encompass the past,” she
said.
Aside from her research at USU, Lambert
said she feels her service in the area of ethics
and repatriation law was also key component
in her selection as a fellow.
“I participated in, and eventually chaired,
the repatriation committee in the American
Association of Physical Anthropologists,” she
said.
Lambert said the committee deals with the
rights of Native American peoples to lay claims
on human skeletal remains in the United
States that could possibly be Native American
or Native Hawaiian in origin.
“You can come at it from a science perspec-‐
tive, a cultural perspective, a religious perspec-‐
tive, or even with a perspective on the matter
of disenfranchisement,” she said. “It was a very
interesting and challenging activity.”
Seefeldt said receiving recognition for his

program administrators is
comprised of those people
who administrate over
those writing programs,”
Olsen said. “It didn’t
become its own discipline
until recently more recent-‐
ly, in the last 100-‐200
years, and the require-‐
ments for everyone to take
a writing class didn’t arise
until more recently.”
The Habits of Mind
document consists of eight
practices of psychologi-‐

See HABITS, Page 3

MADISON:
Author speaks on
president’s legacy
From page 1

LANCE SEEFELDT AND COLLEAGUE Patricia Lambert (not pictured) will be honored by the largest general science society. Photo courtesy of Quinney College of Natural Resources.

efforts is great honor for him. He also believes
it says great things about the university.
“Utah State now has three fellows,” he said.
“It is an important recognition for the univer-‐
sity.”
Lambert said she is also honored to be rec-‐
ognized as an AAAS fellow.
“I am really a major advocate for science,”
she said. “It’s something about myself that I
really value so this has pleased me more than

just about anything.”
Lambert said receiving recognition as a fel-‐
low made her feel like she did something right.
“I have tried really hard to do good research,
and I have tried really hard to do the kind of
service I feel is valuable,” she said. “It’s nice to
be formally acknowledged out of the blue.”
– ashlyn.tucker@aggiemail.usu.edu

then-‐President George Bush.
“I have always written about the liv-‐
ing politicians,” Brookhiser said when
asked why he writes about politicians.
“It didn’t seem like the dead ones would
be such a stress.”
Brookhiser said his typical day con-‐
sists of mostly writing. Depending on
the assignment, he reads and prepares
throughout the day. He said he has
found he writes best in the afternoon.
For current politics, Brookhiser said
history is a great predictor for what will
happen.
“Most second terms are lousy,” he
said. “I hope Obama knows that. The
presidents, and everyone else for that
matter, get worn out. That’s the way it’s
been since George Washington.”
Adam Stuart, a law and constitutions
and economics major, said the speech
helped expand his political knowledge.
I think it is important for people
to understand past leaders and their
actions,” Stuart said. “This helps cur-‐
rent leaders learn what works and what
doesn’t.”
Brookhiser said students need to have
understanding of politics so they can
understand how the world works.
“Read a lot,” he said. “Be interested in
politics and history. They are interested
in you.”
– leannfox@aggiemail.usu.edu
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Festival of trees on display in International lounge

Briefs
Campus & Community

Gallery Walk boasts
18 locations in Dec.
The Logan Art District invites
art lovers to see a variety of art dis-‐
played in more than 18 businesses
and temporary galleries within the
heart of downtown Logan’s historic
district.
More than 18 locations will be
participating in this seasonal winter
walk. Visitors can enjoy everything
from culinary gingerbread master-‐
pieces to artwork by some of Cache
Valley’s finest. The December event
features — locations and artwork
by Ted Pease, Kathryn Ashcroft,
Andy Worrall, Blake Ostler, Michael
Langenheim, Julie Lamara, Jeremy
& Larry Winborg, Scott Bushman,
Shad Anderson, Roxane Pfister,
April Hay, Dilleen Marsh, Johnny
Lopez and Heaven Lansdell-‐
Lopez with LNL PhotoFarm, Lee
W. Kinder, Glen Edwards, Russ
Fjeldsted, Logan City School stu-‐
dents, Cache Valley Photographers
SMUG, 10th Annual Winter Gift
Market, 13th Annual Parade of
Gingerbread Homes, and the Utah
Watercolor Society — Cache Valley
Chapter.

Extension agent
awarded $10,000
CHRISTMAS TREES DECORATED BY various colleges on campus light up the International Lounge at the Taggart Student Center.

DELAYNE LOCKE photo

HABITS: Instructor shares study aids
From page 2
cal activity. These habits are
curiosity, openness, engage-‐
ment, creativity, persistence,
flexibility, responsibility and
metacognition.
“Every student in the U.S.,
for the most part, if they’re
going to go through college,
is going to have to take some
writing class,” Olsen said.
It is in these writing classes
that Olsen institutes the Eight
Habits of Mind.
In order to help students
implement these habits, Olsen
asks students in her English
1010 and 2010 classes to con-‐
sider how they are using the
habits of mind. In the middle
of the semester, she urges stu-‐
dents to consider three they
are strong in and weak in. She
encourages them to consider
the details of why they value
particular habits and what they
can do to develop skills in their
classes and future professions.
She said she does this multiple
times throughout the semester
to help students see the chang-‐
es.
“Obviously we’re trying to

prepare students for every
major they’re going into,”
Olsen said. “I’ve already had
students this semester notice
changes in their thinking and
their learning based on just
doing it toward the beginning,
middle of the semester and
then looking at it in the very
end.”
Roen and Clark-‐Oates said
they use the habits of mind
more in depth because they
are teaching mainly freshmen.
Their goal is to help students
learn how to be efficient col-‐
lege students for their future
classes. Olsen mostly teaches
sophomores in English 2010
who come with their own ideas
that Olsen uses to build on.
Academic conferences and
teaching conferences like the
TYCA West conference are
gatherings used to share ideas
with other people on themes
and approaches in the class-‐
room.
“Not necessarily to standard-‐
ize our courses but give us a
common language, give us a
common goal and give our stu-‐
dents a common way of under-‐
standing,” Olsen said.

In the conference, Olsen and
her colleagues split their pre-‐
sentation into sections.
“Roen presented on the
history of the document, I
presented on the first four
habits of mind and Clark-‐Oates
presented on the last four,”
Olsen said. They then held a
discussion for how to study the
document and how to use it in
classes.
It was Olsen’s first time
attending a regional TYCA
conference. She usually attends
the national and international
conferences.
“I really like that kind of
multifaceted vibe to them,”
Olsen said. “In the regional
conferences you have the
advantages of being able to
share with a lot of instructors
who are like you and whose
students are like yours.”
“The Eight Habits of Mind”
document has illustrated the
ability for students to enhance
their critical thinking skills
and strategies in their classes
and eventually in their careers,
Olsen said. She believes these
habits effectively connect stu-‐
dents and teachers on a higher

level of thinking.
“I believe it’s very important
to be actively involved in my
field and know what’s current,
what the best practices are, and
get good ideas,” she said. “So
I’m constantly serving my stu-‐
dents as best as possible.”
TYCA West is an organiza-‐
tion underneath National
TYCA, which is associated with
National Council of Teachers
of English. NCTE spans from
English in kindergarten to the
Ph.D. English levels in college.
NCTE incorporates the three
Cs into its strategy: college,
composition and communica-‐
tion.
The purpose of TYCA West
is to advance English teaching
and learning practices on the
two-‐year college level. During
the October conference, there
were a number of other infor-‐
mation presentations, called
sessions.
“TYCA itself doesn’t put out
best practices or research,”
Olsen said. “It’s up to the pro-‐
fessors and instructors who
attend to share their insights.”
– janemiche13@gmail.com

ALZHEIMER’S: Study touts high participation

From page 1

ease and then followed them
to see who gets it and who
doesn’t,” Fauth said. “That’s a
very rare kind of study design
that most people don’t have.”
Corcoran said genetics has
always been a primary source
of hypotheses for this study,
whether or not certain genes
are associated with your risk
for Alzheimer’s. He said it’s
an exciting time for genet-‐
ics because knowledge in the
field is improving. Research
like this has become possible
in the last few years due to
advancements in the technol-‐
ogy of genetics.
“You can now pipe people’s
DNA for more markers at a
much cheaper cost than when
the study started,” Corcoran
said. “Back then, it was a big
deal to maybe get a genotype
for one gene. Now, you can get
millions of markers across the
human genome for a fraction
of the cost.”
Corcoran said at the time
the study started, they had
stored biological samples
that were used to do the
more limited work. With the
improvement in technology,

those same biological samples
can now even be taken from
corpses. He said they can take
another look at them using
other technology.
Fauth said USU’s ongoing
research in this field, espe-‐
cially discoveries and publica-‐
tions like this, are very good
for the school’s public image
as a research university.
“All of these studies togeth-‐
er and the fact that they’re
published in top tier journals
in the field are really making
a difference,” Fauth said.
She said they are really
drawing a lot of positive atten-‐
tion to USU.
“I would absolutely say that
this is one of the best studies
in the world,” Fauth said. “It’s
very unique. It just has a lot of
attributes that other studies
are not able to get.”
Alzheimer’s Research UK in
London coordinated the glob-‐
al effort. Laura Phipps, a sci-‐
ence communications officer
for ARUK, said Alzheimer’s is
an incredibly complex disease
because genetic, environmen-‐
tal and lifestyle risk factors all
contribute to its development.
“Understanding these risk
factors can help us under-‐

stand
more about
the disease,
what causes it and
what might make it
develop faster,” Phipps
said. “By unraveling this,
we can start to develop health
messages to help people lower
their risk or design new treat-‐
ments to slow or stop the dis-‐
ease.”
Phipps said the main gene
linked to Alzheimer’s disease
was discovered by scientists in
the early 1990’s. People who
have one copy of the gene,
called APOE4, are around
three times more likely to
develop the disease. Phipps
said there hadn’t been any
major developments since the
APOE4 breakthrough until
now.
“Over the past couple of

years, research has found
around nine genes which are
linked to a higher or lower
risk of Alzheimer’s but the
risk they confer is very small,
around 1.2 fold,” Phipps said.
“The TREM2 gene discovered
here has a threefold risk, so
similar to that of APOE4 dis-‐
covered over 20 years ago.”
– abhendrix@pentaracorp.com

The 2012 Utah Leopold
Conservation Award was recently
presented to Heaton Livestock
Company from Alton, Utah, at the
annual meeting of the Utah Farm
Bureau Federation. The award is pre-‐
sented to private landowners who
exemplify the spirit of land steward-‐
ship proclaimed by Aldo Leopold in
his book, “A Sand County Almanac.”
The Heaton family operates a cattle
operation in Kane County and on
the Arizona Strip.
Karl and Ray Heaton, along with
Karl’s sons Kevin and Kale, were
recognized. Working with promi-‐
nent state conservation partners,
Sand County Foundation presents
the annual award, which consists of
$10,000 and a Leopold crystal, in
settings that showcase the landown-‐
ers’ achievements among their peers.
Kevin Heaton, Utah State
University Extension agricultural
agent in Garfield County, said
access to the ranch has given him
opportunities for research on
forage, rotational grazing, beef
cattle herd improvement as well as
habitat improvement for deer and
sage-‐grouse. The Heaton Livestock
Company has also done cooperative
research with Purdue University,
the University of Minnesota and the
University of Wyoming.

Inaugural Prof.
retraces career

During her elementary school
years, Utah State University profes-‐
sor Carol von Dohlen confided to
her peers she wanted to be a natural-‐
ist when she grew up.
“My friends snickered behind
my back and I couldn’t understand
why,” says von Dohlen, who joined
USU’s Department of Biology fac-‐
ulty in 1996. “Then I learned they
thought a ‘naturalist’ was someone
who lived in a nudist colony.”
The precocious youngster quickly
redacted her previously declared
future profession and chose the safer
term “ethologist” to describe her
intended career path.
“That seemed to calm the uproar,”
says von Dohlen, who shared her
professional journey through her
talk “A Perpetual Student” presented
to family and friends Nov. 27 at the
USU President’s Home. Her presen-‐
tation was the third talk in the uni-‐
versity’s 2012-‐13 Inaugural Professor
Lecture Series. Coordinated by the
Provost’s Office, the series high-‐
lights the accomplishments of fac-‐
ulty who have been promoted to full
professor in the past year.

ClarifyCorrect
The policy of The Utah Statesman
is to correct any error made as soon
as possible. If you find something
you would like clarified or find in
error, please contact the editor at
797-‐1742, statesman@aggiemail.
usu.edu or come in to TSC 105.
Compiled from staff
and media reports
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Diverse religions commemorate holidays
BY CALE PATTERSON
features senior writer
While the predominant
religion in Cache Valley is
the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-‐day Saints, many stu-‐
dents agree it doesn’t matter
what religion one practices,
if any, to celebrate Christmas
and have an enjoyable holiday
season.
Nick Clason, a freshman
majoring in mechanical
engineering, comes from a
non-‐Christian background and
said he has always had a posi-‐
tive experience in the holiday
season, but for reasons more
related to family than a belief
in Christ.
“I wasn’t exactly raised in a
religious family,” he said. “We
never went to church and what-‐
not, so religion never played a
big factor. I take Christmas like
a lot of people do these days
— I believe it’s more of a gift-‐
giving holiday as well as spend-‐
ing time with your family. I’m
not really big into religion, and
because of that I don’t celebrate
it as Jesus’s birthday. It’s more
of a family holiday for me.”
Clason said the season posi-‐
tively impacts people, causing
them to be more friendly and
willing to give to charities, and
the holiday season also boosts

the economy.
“I’ve definitely noticed a lot
of people are more friendly,” he
said. “I also think it helps boost
the U.S. economy a bit. People
are spending more and there is
more money going through the
economy and growth of jobs
in this bad market. People are
definitely more giving.”
Clason said people with reli-‐
gious affiliations attend church
more in the Christmas season
and that it is a special time for
all.
“I do notice that a lot more
people go to church around
the Christmas time,” he said.
“Everyone is more festive and
it’s just one of those times
where everyone gets together.
It’s definitely a special time of
year.”
As Clason has grown older,
he said his perspective on
Christmas has changed and
what once started out as day
for presents has turned into a
time for family.
“When I was young I
thought that Christmas was
just about getting gifts, but
now, especially now that I’m in
college and don’t get to see my
family as much, it’s a time for
me to go see my family and just
enjoy some good company,” he
said.
Francisco Cuevas, a junior

8,);-28)6,30-(%=7 focus on various religions. Aside from Christmas, other
religions celebrate Hanukkah and Kwanzaa. SAMANTHA BEHL photo illustration

majoring in economics
and Spanish, comes from a
Christian background but
said through a translator he
is involved with his Catholic
beliefs more out of tradition
than practice.
“I think you celebrate
Christmas because it’s a
tradition,” he said. “For me,

it’s important to celebrate
Christmas because it’s a very
old tradition that has been
in my family and culture to
celebrate the birth of the baby
Jesus. It’s a tradition that we
have followed for generations
and generations.”
Cuevas said despite whatever
religious belief one holds, it’s

good to celebrate Christmas as
it remains a time to spend time
with family and friends.
“It doesn’t matter what reli-‐
gion you are, although I don’t
think non-‐Christians celebrate
Christmas,” he said. “LDS and
Catholics celebrate Christmas
on almost the same day, and
I think the ways are almost

the same. Christmas means
time spent with family and
having fun. My favorite part
of Christmas is how the whole
family gets together to eat,
share, dance and do everything
as a family. Gifts are great too.”
Cuevas described himself as
someone who doesn’t actively
practice his religion but said he
tends to draw closer to it dur-‐
ing the Christmas season.
“I’m Catholic because my
parents have instilled it into
me since I was young and
because of my culture,” he said.
“I’m just not someone who is
100 percent Catholic that goes
to church every Sunday. When
Christmas gets closer, I try to
attend at least three Sundays
before the 24th. There are dif-‐
ferent activities than mass and
it’s more interesting. There is
music, people have the spirit
of Christmas and it’s just more
fun for me. An hour, the length
of mass, goes by a lot quicker.
The activities are different than
they are all year long.”
Dale Nicholas, a senior
majoring in journalism, comes
from a background of mixed
religious beliefs with a south-‐
ern baptist mother and LDS
father and said despite his par-‐
ents’ differing views, his fam-‐
See RELIGION, Page 6

Christmas charities expand
student service opportunities
BY HAILEE HOUSLEY
staff writer

Holiday service is prevalent every year, but for low-‐
income students, giving back can be more difficult.
“Of course I think it’s important for students to help
others over the holidays,” said Matthew Moon, a senior
majoring in business. “I’m no Grinch.”
“It’s tough to say exactly how students should get
involved, because they are busier due to finals, and of
course they are poor because they are students,” Moon
said. “I think they should work with local charities and
church leaders to help fill the needs people have.”
Charity work is one way to provide service.
“I don’t think it would make sense for students to go
looking on their own,” Moon said. “Church leaders and
local charities usually have much more needs than they
are able to fill.”
Shannon Tuck, a senior double-‐majoring in Spanish
and social work, has found a way to help out others
during the holiday season. She recently returned from
a service trip to
8YGOIV'SXXVIPP Ensenada, Mexico
student
with the non-‐prof-‐
it organization
Kaiizen.
“The organiza-‐
tion that I went
down with goes
to orphanages all
over the world,”
Tuck said. “They
do this specific
Mexico trip to the
same orphanage
every year around
the same time.
It is their annual
Christmas trip.”
“On Friday morning we went to the school and did
Christmas crafts,” Tuck said. “Each grade did an activ-‐
ity like make christmas cards, ornaments, sugar cook-‐
ies — just Christmasy type things.”
“After we spent the day at the school, we decorated
the whole orphanage,” Tuck said. “That night we had
a Christmas party at the orphanage where we played
games like Fear Factor, which the kids loved. At the end
of the night, before bed, we gave out presents one by
one.”
To pay for the trip, the members of the group raised
money beforehand in order to buy gifts and other sup-‐
plies to help out the orphanage and the community.
On the trip, the service committee seeked out the
needy in the community in addition to helping the
orphanage and local school children.
“The guy leading our trip helped find people that
were in most need in that community,” Tuck said. “We
split our group of thirty into smaller groups of about
eight and had a community member guide us to the
homes that needed us the most. We brought bags from
Costco filled with things like toilet paper, rice, beans,
flour and milk.”
Tuck said the area where they were distributing these
basic goods was extremely dirty and had no paved

“

Y
ou never
know how

simple acts of
service may
bless and
affect people’s
lives.”

roads or steps to take you up to the houses. The houses
were on steep hills which made it difficult to get from
house to house and increased the likelihood of injuries.
“We had to go sideways as we followed our guide
because it is really steep,” Tuck said. “Our guide fell and
broke her ankle. We had to make a splint out of an old
towel.”
Tuck found the importance for her trip in how it
affected the people she served and how it impacted her
life.
“I totally feel like this trip was important,” Tuck said.
“It really helps other people to be served. Being served
and serving shows love, importance and respect for
one another. The volunteers got a lot out of seeing and
meeting the people they were serving. It feels good to
sacrifice time for something that is better, that we don’t
get to do all of the time. That goes for any service done
inside or outside our country.”
“The Kaiizen non profit organization is going to
India this summer,” Tuck said. “People should look into
it.”
While some might feel like joining a charity group is
the way to serve during the holidays, others think there
are better options to serve during the season of giving
without being in the spotlight.
“I don’t think it is better to be part of a charity group
because I think some people do charity groups to get
recognition and credit for doing charity,” said Isaac
Turley, a sophomore majoring in business. “I think
some get into charity groups because they just want
everyone to see how good of a person they are, but
charity groups are good.”
Students have other ideas to help out during the
Christmas season besides joining a charity group.
Turley said he has been doing Sub for Santa.
“Find people a lot less fortunate and give to them,”
he said. “They have boxes all over town where you can
donate stuff or get names from the Sub for Santa place.”
Sometimes, starting to help out in a small way can
grow to helping more out than expected.
“You never know how simple acts of service may
bless and affect people’s lives,” said Tucker Cottrell, a
freshman majoring in pre physical therapy and nutri-‐
tion.
At Sub for Santa there are sleigh rides, hot chocolate
and other activities for people to participate in. The
homeless receive a fun experience out of this event and
get to take what they need with them .
“It is so much fun,” Cottrell said. “It really puts you
in a good mood for Christmas. There are different
activities for people to participate in. Kids can sit on
Santa’s knee or go sledding.”
Because the size the event has grown, Sub for Santa
needs more volunteers to keep it going.
“Anybody can help,” Cottrell said. “The whole event
wouldn’t work without volunteers.”
He said they usually need translators there for those
who don’t speak English.
“The point of this is for people to have fun and enjoy
Christmas.” Cottrell said, “Once they have had their fill,
they can leave with garbage bags filled with presents.”
– haileehousley@gmail.com
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Surviving dead week
BY STACEY WORSTER
staff writer

During dead week, students prepare
for upcoming finals while still attend-‐
ing normal class lectures, finishing
final papers and projects, working and
maintaining some level of sanity.
To cope with the influx of cram-‐
ming students, the Merrill-‐Cazier
Library has extended its hours and will
be open until 1 a.m. Other department
libraries and computer labs have also
extended available hours.
Elizabeth Wynn, a freshman major-‐
ing in psychology, was working on a
final project with Jameson Hartman,
a freshman majoring in accounting,
at the library on Dec. 1. Wynn and
Hartman both have several upcoming
exams in addition to the final project.
The need to do well in general
education courses is often imperative.
Some of these sections have more
than 200 students. Hartman said this
means professors cannot give out
essays as finals, leaving students with
multiple choice exams, which means
the questions are “pretty chill.”
To study, Wynn said she just tries to
keep up to date, while Hartman stud-‐
ies whenever he has free time.
“I try to study in advance, but not
consistent,” Hartman said. “I run over
past quizzes and tests a lot. I just pick
up a book if I have free time and study
then.”
Students said one of the best ways to
study efficiently is to find a good place.
“I used to think the library was
where the nerdy people go, but I live
here,” said Kimberlee Sanders, a soph-‐
omore majoring in social work. “It’s
the best place on campus.”
If the library is too full, students can
try finding somewhere else on cam-‐
pus. Sanders said she found it difficult
to study at her apartment.
“With everyone coming and going, I
just can’t focus,” Sanders said.
Hartman said he has to have music

wherever he studies.
“No music means it isn’t going to
happen,” he said.
Some students balance working and
preparing for finals. Sanders works
in the course reserves section at the
library and finds time to study when
there are few students needing help.
“It gets busy, but Saturdays are not
too bad,” she said.
Matt Palmer, a junior in mechanical
engineering, works as an IT lab con-‐
sultant. Palmer really likes how much
his management works with the lab
consultants.
“They make sure that you have
enough time for class and everything,”
Palmer said.
Wynn and Hartman said they find
it helpful to trade-‐off studying and
anything else.
“I’ll sit and study for a half hour or
so and then go eat or do something
else, then go study again,” Hartman
said.
If studying gets to be too much, stu-‐
dents find ways to let loose and focus
on the upcoming break for some com-‐
fort. Wynn said she likes to work out.
“Sometimes it gives me a break,” she
said.
Hartman said he shops.
“I know I’m a guy,” he said. “I just
bought a bunch of ski equipment.”
He said he hopes it snows a lot over
the Christmas break.
“I’m poor, but I will have a great sea-‐
son with all the new gear,” he said.
Sanders said she looks forward to
spending Christmas with her family.
“We’re all into sports, so it’s going to
be fun,” she said.
Palmer likes to go climbing. He and
his roommates are spending a portion
of their Christmas holiday in Las Vegas
climbing Red Rock Canyon.
“I go to class, to work, study,” he
said. “That usually leaves a few hours
to climb.”

– staceyw259@gmail.com
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Score Big.
BY NATASHA BODILY
features editor

With Winter Break right around
the corner, streets, homes and
businesses have lit up with an
assortment of Christmas lights
and decorations.
A drive down Main Street intro-‐
duces a spectacle of traditionally
decorated and lit trees with white
mini-‐bulbs. Despite the lack of
snowfall so far this season, the
many decorations present holiday
spirit in one of the most ancient
and traditional practices.
In the 18th-‐century Germans
began to decorate trees with can-‐
dles and publicly display them.
Those interested in view-‐
ing some of the more elaborate

Christmas light displays can drive
down Cliffside Road and down
Main Street.
Other classic holiday decora-‐
tions include Christmas trees,
snowmen and angels. Often, reli-‐
gious celebrators will display the
nativity scene highlighting the
day of Jesus Christ’s birth with the
swaddled baby, his parents Joseph
and Mary and three wise men.
Though these decorations are
said to encourage the holiday spir-‐
it, most cities have specific guide-‐
lines for when the lights need to
be turned off for consideration
and energy conservation.

Your ad can’t miss when 36,000
eyeballs find it in the pages of
the campus paper, the three-‐
times weekly Utah Statesman.
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Away for the holidays
International students find ways to celebrate
STACEY WORSTER
staff writer

Spending the holidays away from home
can be a positive or negative experience
for students whose families live far away.
International students often meet new friends
and correlate holiday plans so they are not
alone during family-‐centered holidays.
Renske van Dorssen, a senior majoring in
government and organizational science, is
from the Netherlands. Being away from their
home, international students like van Dorssen
have different options on how they spend their
holidays.
“I am going to Los Angeles for Christmas,”
van Dorssen said. “I already knew I wanted to
travel every second I could. Los Angeles is one
of the major places I have wanted to go so it
works out nice.”
Transportation, lodging, food and
entertainment costs can add up quickly.
Couchsurfing and hostels for lodging can be
the solution.
“I am couchsurfing for sure after Christmas,
but during Christmas Day I may go to a hostel
because I don’t think that many people are
willing to host you on Christmas Day,” van
Dorssen said.
Going online and finding couch hosts can
sound a bit scary.
Wohnee Hong, an international student
from South Korea, has attended Utah State for
almost five years. This is Hong’s last year here,
and he said his holiday plans are still up in the
air.
“I might travel across the U.S. because this
is my last year,” Hong said. “I don’t like to
travel by myself but I might have to travel to
California alone to meet up with my friends.”
The holidays are not the same all around
the world and neither are the traditions. Giant
turkeys, gifts and holiday meals are different
from traditions in the Netherlands and South
Korea.
“We don’t celebrate Thanksgiving at all, so
that itself was different,” van Dorssen said.
“Second thing, I had heard about the big
turkey but I have never seen it before. It was
amazing to see, even though I’m a vegetarian
and didn’t eat the turkey.”
Both students said they have had excep-‐
tional experiences with American friends and
families being accepting of new visitors.
“The family I celebrated Thanksgiving with
really wanted to have me there and made me
feel very welcome,” van Dorssen said.
Usually families in the Netherlands would
be accepting of guests but not near as open,
according to van Dorssen.
“To be honest, I think if you are celebrating
a holiday in the Netherlands with someone
else’s family, they are not that open,” she said.
“Depends on the family of course.”
“All of my international friends that were
invited by one of their American friends to
join their family for the holiday had the same
experience as I did, and I am thankful for
that,” Hong said.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS
who aren’t flying home are finding ways to
celebrate Christmas away from their families. SAMANTHA BEHL photo illustration

Hong said Thanksgiving in South Korea is dif-‐
ferent than Thanksgiving in America.
“We celebrate the season of harvest with
singing and not as much food,” he said.
“We don’t have turkey on our celebration
of Thanksgiving or harvest, you could say.
Certain kinds of food represent certain things
on our holiday.”
Christmas in the Netherlands is different
from Christmas in America, as well as the
Christmas traditions of South Korea.
“We don’t do gifts on Christmas because we
have a separate time for that on December 5th,
and that is called Sinter Klaas,” van Dorssen
said. “Americans’ Santa Claus is based around
the same this as Sinter Klaas.”
Americans celebration of Christmas is dif-‐
ferent from Hong’s lifetime traditions in South
Korea.
“We don’t actually really celebrate
Christmas,” Hong said. “It really depends on
the people and their family. We have always
prepared some kind of tree for Christmas
season. We share gifts as well, but nothing like
the amount of gifts as the U.S. Of course, there
is Santa Claus in South Korea.”
For van Dorssen and Hong, being away
from home for the holidays is not as hard as
they thought.
“Well, my family misses me more than I
am missing them,” van Dorssen said. “My
grandma keeps telling me that it is not as fun
without me there for Christmas. To be honest,
I don’t miss them too bad yet.”
Being new to American holidays can be
interesting, according to Hong.
“I think St. Patrick’s day was funny,” Hong
said. “I make sure to wear green and to tell
all my international friends about it. Getting
pinched is not fun.”
“Christmas time over the past 5 years is for
sure my favorite — so many gifts from my
friends is a fun time,” Hong said.
“My favorite part of the American holidays
so far is the food,” van Dorssen said. “I am
excited to experience an American Christmas.
I am just so happy we are done with school for
awhile.”
– staceyw259@gmail.com
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Breaking tradition with unique celebrations
BY KIEL REID
staff writer

Christmas tree hunting,
cookie decorating, kissing
under the mistletoe and
sometimes even the occasional
white elephant gift exchange
are familiar traditions many
choose to make a part of holi-‐
day celebrations. But it is not
just the traditional traditions
that make the holiday season
special — it is often times the
more quirky ones that bring
out the Christmas spirit in all
of us.
“Christmas is about being
with family and having tradi-‐
tions with my family,” said
Ashli Thomas, an undeclared
sophomore. “We eat crab legs
every Christmas Eve.”
Food is often times at the
center of most people’s holiday
traditions. Christopher Carter,
a junior majoring in communi-‐
cations, said it has always been
about sharing holiday food
with friends and family.

“We make cookies and hang
them on our Christmas tree,”
Garter said. “Then people
come over and we let them eat a
cookie off of the tree.”
“Traditions are an important
part of the holiday season,”
Carter said. “I think that they
tie us to our family and friends
in ways that other things can’t.
They help us associate us as a
group.”
Nichelle Allen, a junior
majoring in social work, said
every year she will play what
she calls “hardcore bingo”
with her family just before
Christmas.
“It gets pretty intense,” Allen
said. “Everybody brings a prize
and we play until everyone has
won or at least until everyone
has covered their entire bingo
card.”
Allen said there is a catch to
her family bingo games: they
can steal prizes from other win-‐
ners.
“Everybody hides their
prizes, and when you want to

steal one from someone you
have to guess who has the one
you want,” she said.
Allen said her Grandma is
particularly ruthless when it
comes to prize snatching and
keeps her winnings well out of
sight when it comes to someone
stealing from her.
For Allen, the holidays are
about not only about being
with her family, but also about
being able to make memories
with her friends.
“Traditions are really impor-‐
tant with my family, and my
friends are equally important,
so I wanted to start to do
something with them,” she
said. “I love playing bingo with
my family and I wanted to do
something like that with my
friends.”
For the past four years,
Allen has had an ugly sweater
and Christmas bingo party.
Everybody at the party will
vote for the ugliest sweater at
the party and the top three are
awarded a trophy. The prizes

for the bingo game are all
bought second hand.
“I like to buy the prizes
for Bingo a Somebody’s Attic
because a portion of the money
they make, they donate to
CAPSA,” she said.
Allen said she likes to think
that by purchasing the prizes
for her party there, she is also
giving back to those in need.
“It’s my way of giving back to
the community,” she said.
For Kim West, a senior
majoring in exercise science, it
is her family’s Christmas Eve
talent show that gets her excit-‐
ed. She said everybody partici-‐
pates in one way or another.
“Some people have legit tal-‐
ents, but most of us do stupid
things,” East said. “I found
a harmonica in my mom’s
basement. I don’t play the har-‐
monica, but I have two weeks
to learn something for the tal-‐
ent show.”
For West, family traditions
bring a comfortable sense of
consistency.

ALTHOUGH TRADITIONAL HOLIDAY celebrations are popular, some students celebrate in less common ways. One student’s family plays Hardcore Bingo.
SAMANTHA BEHL photo illustration

“I just love how it’s the same
every year,” she said.
“We are lucky if we even get
out Christmas tree up the day
before Christmas,” said Ashlee
Peterson, a senior majoring in
international business. “I guess
that is a tradition.”
For some, procrastination
during the holidays is seen as
a part of the season as well.

For Peterson and her family, it
is a tradition that sometimes
encourages the kindness of oth-‐
ers to step up and try to help.
“I remember one year one of
our neighbors actually gave us
a tree because he thought we
didn’t have one,” Peterson said.

“Knocked Up” and want
something with the same
flavor.
“Jack Reacher”
Tom Cruise plays Jack
Reacher, a tough as nails
ex-military police officer
with no limits and no connections, making him the
definition of “loose cannon.”
When a sniper is supposedly framed for killing
five people, Reacher steps
in to help prove his innocence. He recruits a lawyer to help him.
It’s going to be a heavy
rough and tumble action
movie. It won’t be Cruise’s
best, but may be worth the
ticket for fans of his work.
“Cirque Du Soleil: Worlds
Away 3D”
I have never been to
a Cirque Du Soleil performance before, but this
seems to be the easiest
way to get a taste of the
magical fantasy experience they provide for a
fraction of the cost.
“Worlds Away” takes the
talent from Cirque Du
Soleil and creates a story
worthy of the silver screen.
It looks amazing.
Seeing it in theaters will
be second only to a live
performance.
Dec. 25
“Django Unchained”
Fans
of
Quentin

Tarantino will be excited
for the pre-Civil War film
“Django Unchained.”
This film brings together Jamie Foxx, Leonardo
DiCaprio,
Christoph
Waltz, and Samuel L.
Jackson for a rip-roaring
bloody adventure.
It’s going to be a signature Tarantino movie, so
if that’s up your alley, you
won’t want to enter 2013
without seeing it.
“Les Miserables”
Next to “The Hobbit,”
this is the other big hit
of the season. The hype
has been through the roof,
especially with its groundbreaking steps to have live
performances in the musical numbers rather than
dubbing later.
The rock solid cast is
amazing. The story is phenomenal.
There’s not much else
to say, other than
you
Never
should see it. It will be
Get  a  part-time  job  
worth
the theater experiMust  have  a  car  and
ence.

– kiel.reid@aggiemail.usu.edu

Winter break welcomes theater splurging
Spencer
Palmer
Winter Film
Predictions

Film

Previews

The holiday season is
a prime time for movie
goers. There’s always
something for everyone.
If 2012 is really the end
of the world, get out and
experience one last piece
of wonder with this year’s
holiday hits.
Dec. 7

“Playing for Keeps”
Gerard Butler plays
George Dryer, a former soccer player from
Scotland who wants to
build a relationship with
his young son and try to
patch his relationship with
his ex-wife Stacie (Jessica
Biel).
It’s a story we’ve seen
before, so hopefully there
will be some redeeming
elements to bring something fresh.
This has an all star
cast, made up of Butler,
Biel, Uma Thurman,
Catherine
Zeta-Jones,
and
Dennis
Quaid.
The director, Gabrielle
Muccino, is responsible
for the hit, “The Pursuit of
Happyness.”
This romantic comedy

looks good, but not great
enough for a theater visit,
unless you’re a huge fan of
soccer or Butler.
Dec. 14
“The
Hobbit:
An
Unexpected Journey”
This is the only wide
release for this day, which
proves that no other movie
can contend with Tolkien’s
universe brought to life by
Peter Jackson
It promises to be in the
top two movies of this season.
The Hobbit will take
you on an adventure. If
you miss this, you’re missing out.
Dec. 19
“Monster’s, Inc.”
Yes, it’s releasing in 3D,
but it’s also a great way
to see it again on the big

screen before the prequel
“Monster’s University”
comes out next summer.
It’s one of my favorite
Disney-Pixar movies, and
it’s perfect for all ages. It’s
a cute story with plenty of
laughs.
Take your family and
see it again.
“The Guilt Trip”
It’s been a couple years
since Barbara Streisand’s
been in a feature film. This
time, she’s going to play
Seth Rogen’s protective
but ditzy mother.
Rogen character is an
inventor who has to travel
the country to pitch his
product and he grudgingly
asks his mother to accompany him.
It’s not going to be
the best comedy of the
year, but it will have a few
laughs, a few raunchy
scenes, and it will be completely over the top.
Take it or leave it.
Dec. 21
“This is 40”
Pitched as the sort-of
sequel to “Knocked Up,”
“This is 40” picks up the
story of The
Pete and Debbie
a few years later. Life happens, and it happened to
them.
It looks like a comedy with some touching
moments and lessons.
See this if you liked
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your  license.  The  pay
sions.  There  will  be
— Spencer Palmer
is a
Email  
graduate student work-

ing toward an MBA with
a recent bachelor’s in
mechanical engineering.
Email him at spencer.palmer@aggiemail.usu.edu or
visit his website, themovieknight.wordpress.com.

RELIGION: Holidays bring people together
From page 4
ily’s celebration of Christmas was unaffected.
“I’m kind of in the middle,” he said. “I’m not
a churchgoer. I’m more Christian than anything
else. Christmas is a Christian holiday so it was
never any different.”
According to Nicholas, a belief in Christianity
is not essential when celebrating Christmas and
the holiday brings people together no matter
what their religious belief is.
“It’s always going to bring people together,” he

said.
“Especially when I was in the military, I was
with people who were atheist, agnostic or die
hard Christian, and Christmas had the same
effect on all of us. It was a time to get together,
especially when we weren’t with our families.
We could go celebrate Christmas together. We
all celebrate Christmas regardless of our affilia-‐
tion.”
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3
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3 Romantic Potions & Lotions
3 Unique Jewelry, Clothing,
Gifts & More

Persian Peacock

47 N Main Downtown Logan

10% off with USU ID
Persian Peacock – Friend us for sales and special offers.

– calewp@gmail.com
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JUNIOR GUARD DANNY BERGER collapsed during practice
Tuesday in the Dee Glen Smith Spectrum. Berger was transported to
a Salt Lake area hospital where he is in stable but critical condition.
DELAYNE LOCKE photos

the lungs stop breathing, a heart will
experience ventricular tachycardia, a
rapid heartbeat, or ventricular fibril-‐
lation, a very irregular heartbeat. Both
conditions will cause the heart to stop.
And either way, Steadman said, a short
electrical shock into the heart from an
AED can reset the heart and get it beat-‐
ing back at a normal rhythm.
The AED will monitor heart frequen-‐
cies and levels through special sensors,
and Steadman said the AED is auto-‐
mated to never send an electric shock
if it’s not needed. In those cases CPR is
performed and the AED will reanalyze
the heart every two minutes.
“It’s not something you just point and
shoot. It will analyze the heart rhythm
taking place,” she said.
Dr. Danny Spencer of the Logan
Regional Hospital did not treat Berger
but said it is a common practice to put
patients into a medically-‐induced coma
after they have had experienced cardiac
arrest to speed the recovery process.
Spencer said the practice is known as
a hypothermia coma, and the patient is
kept sedated up to 24 hours after revival.
“It’s kind of like putting ice on a
sprained ankle to keep the swelling
down,” said Spencer, an emergency
room physician. “So you cool their body
down to a temperature that is cooler
than normal just to try to keep the brain
swelling to a minimum.”
Spencer said when a patient is brought
out of the medically-‐induced coma, doc-‐
tors will test simple motor skills by hav-‐
ing the patient raise different fingers,
move toes or open their eyes, among
other functions.
“They’ll start asking the person ‘Can
you do this or can you do that,’” Spencer
said, “The faster they can respond and
the more complex things they can do,
the better.”
The process can be very gradual,
Spencer added.
“At first you may be really slow to hold
up two fingers or to squeeze someone’s
hands,” he said. “But they’re not just
going to wake up all of the sudden and
start talking.”
Utah State Athletic Director Scott
Barnes said Berger is in stable, but criti-‐
cal condition.
“He’s responding well to his doctors,
his family and even his coach,” Barnes
said.
Lyons said Berger is stable, awake and
the tube assisting his breathing has been
removed.
“He recognizes his family, the doctors,
the instructions that they are giving
him,” Lyons said. “This is definitely a
great sign of progress for him.”
Berger will continue tests to deter-‐
mine what caused the condition, and
Lyons said he is doing much better, even
though his condition has not officially
been upgraded.
Due to the unsettling turn of events,
officials from both Utah State and
Brigham Young University have post-‐
poned Wednesday’s scheduled matchup.
Former Aggie basketball player
Morgan Grim told The Statesman from
his current home in Estonia he was
awake all of Tuesday night talking to his
old teammates.
“(I) saw a tweet from a teammate
asking for prayers for Danny,” Grim
said. “It’s very scary to hear, and my
heart sank imagining the situation and
Danny’s current state.”
Grim said he is grateful trainers were
nearby to save Berger’s life.
“It’s very sad to hear,” Grim said.
“I am very close to Danny and being
together in that program you become
family. To hear one of your brothers is in
such state sucks.”
Current members of the USU men’s
basketball team have been instructed
not to comment out of respect for the
Berger family.
Fans can follow the Twitter hashtag
#PrayForDanny to receive detailed
updates.
– tavin.stucki@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @StuckiAggies
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Cougars tame Aggies in Provo
BY JASON BORBA
staff writer

Despite having four players
score in double digits, the Utah
State women’s basketball team’s
comeback effort fell just short
Tuesday night. The Aggies trav-‐
eled to Provo to take on in-‐state
rival BYU in a closely contested
game. The Cougars came away
victorious 81-‐77.
“Our goal this pre-‐conference
season is to get better every
game out and we have been in
gradual slopes in the positive
direction,” said USU head coach
Jerry Finkbeiner. “I challenged
our girls this last week we have
to change that positive slope
into a sharper incline where we
get better and better quicker
and quicker.”
USU is now four games below
.500 with a 2-‐6 record while
BYU is sitting even at 4-‐4 on the
season.
The Aggies had a balanced
offensive attack with four play-‐
ers scoring 15 or more points.
Senior’s Devyn Christensen and
Jenna Johnson combined for 36
points, junior Jennifer Schlott
had 16 points and freshman
Mackenlee Williams chipped in
with 15 points.
The Cougars got strong con-‐
tributions from guards Haley
Steed and Kim Parker Beeston.
Steed finished the game with
22 points and 12 assists while
Beeston had 14 points, five
assists and four rebounds.
“Williams blew that fresh-‐
man tag off of her tonight,”
Finkbeiner said. “If she repli-‐
cates this in the games to come,
we have a pretty good player
right there. Mack became a
Division I player tonight.”
It was a much better shoot-‐
ing game for the Aggies as they
converted on 48 percent of their
shots and were 43 percent from
beyond the arc. USU continued
its strong defensive play, forc-‐
ing 18 turnovers.
“We have a goal in two weeks
to stop learning and to start
performing at a consistent level
in which we are happy with,”
Finkbeiner said. “We are get-‐
ting real close to that. Our
game plan is coming together
and our team is coming togeth-‐
er.”
The Aggies haven’t beaten the
Cougars since Dec. 7, 1978 and
BYU holds a 31-‐3 record against
USU.
“I could tell that our girls had
a deep respect for what happens
here, but at the same time I
know there was a lot of emotion
and the girls wanted to win bad
tonight,” Finkbeiner said. “I
reminded them we hadn’t beat

JUNIOR GUARD JENNIFER SCHLOTT dribbles a ball in a game earlier this season. Schlott had 16
points and three assists in the game against BYU on Tuesday. CURTIS RIPPLINGER photo

Brigham Young since 1978. I
was still in college.”
USU came out strong to
start the game and held the
lead for nine minutes before
the Cougars came storming
back. A lay-‐up by Schlott got
things started for the Aggies.
Following a BYU turnover,
Williams hit a 3-‐pointer to give
USU an early 5-‐0 advantage.
The Aggies pushed the lead to
11-‐5 with 15 minutes remain-‐

ing in the half after a jumper by
Christensen. BYU kept chipping
away at the lead and eventually
gained it 15-‐13 with 11 minutes
left.
In the final 10 minutes, the
teams traded baskets and were
even tied four times before half-‐
time. With just under six min-‐
utes remaining and the game
tied at 26-‐26, the Cougars took
control of the game and pushed
the lead to 11 with 59 seconds

left.
A trey from freshman
Stephanie Bairstow before the
halftime buzzer cut the BYU
lead to 39-‐31 and keeping the
Aggies in striking distance of
regaining the lead.
Williams led all USU play-‐
ers at the break with 10 points.
Christensen and Schlott each
chipped in with seven points.
The Cougars were paced by
Steed and Beeston with nine

and eight points respectively.
As the second half began,
it looked as though BYU was
poising itself to go on a major
run and blow the game wide
open. The Cougars opened up a
46-‐34 lead after a 3-‐pointer by
Beeston.
USU chipped into the lead,
cutting it to single digits on
multiple occasions. A 3-‐point
shot by Kylie Maeda pushed the
lead back to 13, but the Aggies
would rally.
Led by their senior leaders in
Christensen and Johnson, USU
pulled within one point on two
occasions. The first was at the
8:25 mark when Christensen
tipped the ball in to make it
60-‐59. BYU scored on the next
possession, but Johnson came
right back and hit a pair of free-‐
throws to cut the margin to one
with seven minutes to play.
“Devyn and Jenna will get
the credit but Schlott and
Vaaulu created a lot of things
off the dribble out in front,”
Finkbeiner said. “Devyn, Jenna
and Franny are our big three
and they have to show up every
game, and they did a good job
tonight.”
Johnson’s free-‐throws were as
close as USU got as BYU held on
to make free-‐throws down the
stretch and seal the victory.
“I don’t moral victories,”
Finkbeiner said. “It wasn’t a
moral victory, but it was a game
in which our Aggies played
hard and really played well for
about 32 minutes of the 40. We
just couldn’t finish.”
The Aggies will now turn
their attention to Saturday
when they take their road trip
to South Bend, Ind. to take on
Notre Dame. The Fighting Irish
are ranked No. 5 in the nation
are the national runners-‐up
from last year’s NCAA Women’s
Tournament. The Irish lost to
Baylor 80-‐61.
Notre Dame is 5-‐1 on the
season and are winning by a
margin of 26 points per game.
They have defeated two nation-‐
ally ranked teams in Ohio State
and UCLA.
The Fighting Irish took on
No. 3 Baylor on Wednesday
night in a rematch of last year’s
final. The Bears handed Notre
Dame its first loss of the season
73-‐61.
The Irish have a balanced
offensive attack with four play-‐
ers averaging 12 or more points
per game.
The game is scheduled for a
10 a.m. local time tip-‐off.
– jborba@aggiemail.usu.edu
Twitter: @jborba15

OPINION

Aggie Nation needs to #PrayForDanny
Most
of us here
in
Aggie
May the Nation have
Schwartz a lot going
through our
be with
minds notyou
ing
what
occurred
Tuesday
after USU
forward
D a n n y
Berger collapsed at practice, both on
the subject of Berger’s health and postponing Wednesday’s against BYU.
In my opinion, among much else,
there are four things to take from facets of this event. Much of what I will
parlay will be strictly my opinion on the
matter. It may come off strong, mainly
because a good deal of it has nothing to
do with sports, but it matters.
1. This has nothing to do with the
fans.
I completely understand how calloused that sounds, but this is a scenario
in which the decision shouldn’t have to
take into any account whether or not it
appeases a fan base. This is for a player
who nearly and possibly temporarily
lost his life, a group of teammates and
coaches who had to struggle through
witness the entire situation and other
constituents close to the situation who
Steve Schwartzman

are simply trying to make sense of this.
Ninety-nine percent of the time,
what is done in athletics is done for the
fans as they stand as the sole supporters of the events themselves. To make
any sense of what certain decisions are
made the way they are, one must first
understand that fans simply don’t play a
role.
2. The decision to postpone the
game was completely up to Utah State,
and whatever decision they make is the
right one.
We cannot nor should not claim we
have any clue what these people are
going through. If they feel unfit to lace
up and play amid their experience it is
solely up to them. Two thoughts from
this come to play.
First, we should sincerely give a huge
amount of respect to a BYU organization that didn’t have to agree to move
the date, but still did. Most of our interactions with them tend to be biting, but
this was a huge sign of class for them to
allow USU to take the time they needed
from this.
Second, it is time we should shut our
mouths on internet forums and stop trying to compare this situation to others.
It is difficult, if not impossible, to decide
what situations are more sensitive than
others.
To be blunt, shame on those few
fans in Provo who had the audacity to

compare what these players are going
through to BYU playing after losing
Brandon Davies to a broken policy.
There is a grave difference between
losing a scholarship and losing a life.
As pure adults, alma maters aside, we
should all know better.
Nonetheless, we must respect the
decisions our schools made and support the future.
3. We must support funding for automated external defibrillators on campus.
To be short and sweet, an AED saved
Danny Berger’s life. This is the second
instance this semester where the device
could have played a role in saving
someone on our campus, and sadly, the
first one never came to be.
Solution: AEDs must be everywhere
on our campus. I don’t care how much
money it costs our university. We are
ill-equipped and under trained and that
needs to change. One simple instance
where someone can dodge death
because of these machines will prove
it will be worth every penny. Whatever
the amount of money we must gather,
fundraisers we must put on our legislation, we must pass is worth our effort.
This topic can’t come up every time a
notable local is affected. We need to
prepare for everyone everywhere and
we must start now.
4. We must rally around Berger,

the team, this university and our selfproclaimed Aggie Family.
This Saturday, USU is scheduled
to play Western Oregon in the Dee
Glen Smith Spectrum. Western Oregon
University is located in Monmouth,
Ore., just three hours from Berger’s
hometown. If ever we found the need
to get creative, bind together and show
our full and worthy support, it is now.
I am blocking out two hours to
watch basketball in tribute to one of
our own. Those planning to leave town
need to change plans.
This Saturday is bigger than sports.
It’s bigger than rowdy cheers. It’s about
surrounding a near-fallen brother. It’s
about standing strong and standing
together. No matter how we feel about
the occurrences of this week, we must
reform and be the best people we
know we can be.
You will know what I mean when you
come this Saturday.
#PrayForDanny
– Steve Schwartzman is a senior studying communication studies. He has had
just about every job in sports writing,
including blogs, analysis, statistics and
fantasy football tips, but he especially
loves making bold picks. Got any comments? Let him know: steve.schwartzman@aggiemail.usu.edu.
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FOOTBALL

Aggies ready to defuse Toledo Rockets
BY CURTIS
LUNDSTROM

threw for 327 yards in the
win, connecting with fresh-‐
man wide receiver Alonzo
Russell for two scores.
On the season, Owens
teamed up with Russell and
junior Bernard Reedy for
nearly 2,000 of his 2,677
yards passing. Junior run-‐
ning back David Fluellen
rushed for 1,460 yards for a
balanced offense that ranks
in the top 50 in the country
in both passing and rush-‐
ing.
“I’ve been talking about
it, I was almost positive
we were going to go back
there, mostly because of
the fan base,” said senior
wide receiver Matt Austin.
“That’s one of the biggest
things. If there’s one thing
that I love, it’s our fan base.
I feel like it’s a good oppor-‐
tunity for us to go back
to Boise. It’s going to be
even better. It’s going to be
great, I’m excited, and we
just need to win. That’s our
goal. It’s a great bowl. We
just didn’t come out on top
last year.”
Utah State will have a
clear edge on the defensive
side of the ball, where their
eighth-‐best defense in the
nation limited opponents
to 15.4 points per game,
compared to 27.9 points
per game for the Toledo
defense.
Senior safety Will Davis
spearheads a stiff USU
squad, having intercepted
five passes in the past five
games.
After having surgery,
senior McKade Brady is
questionable for the bowl
game after missing the sea-‐
son finale against Idaho.
The Rockets defense is
ranked among the worst

sports senior writer
For the second-‐con-‐
secutive year, the No. 18
Utah State football team
will travel to Boise, Idaho,
for postseason play in the
Famous Idaho Potato Bowl.
And for the second-‐consec-‐
utive year, the Aggies will
take on a Mid-‐American
Conference opponent from
the state of Ohio.
Led by junior quarter-‐
back Terrance Owens, the
Toledo Rockets finished
with a 9-‐3 record overall
— including an 8-‐game
winning streak — while
finishing tied for third in
the MAC with a 6-‐2 confer-‐
ence record.
“We are excited to pre-‐
pare for a quality Toledo
team that had an outstand-‐
ing season,” said fourth-‐
year Utah State head coach
Gary Andersen. “Our staff
has great respect for Toledo
head coach Matt Campbell
and the Rockets team. They
are very well coached and
obviously very talented as
they are playing in their
third-‐straight bowl game.”
Offensively, Toledo
matches up pretty evenly
with Utah State, averaging
32.9 points per game —
1.5 points fewer than the
Aggies. The Rockets also
average 456 yards per game
on offense, a mere three
yards fewer than USU at
459.67 yards per game.
The Rockets snapped
a two-‐game losing streak
with a 35-‐23 win over MAC
bottom-‐dweller Akron on
Nov. 20, in which Owens
did not play. Backup quar-‐
terback Austin Dantin
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RUNNING BACK KERWYNN WILLIAMS sprints
past sophomore defensive end Maxx Forde during the
45-9 win over the Vandals in Romney Stadium on Nov. 24.
CURTIS RIPPLINGER photo
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But despite all of the suc-‐
cess, the Aggies will settle
for nothing less than a win
in the postseason.
“We get a second chance
to go to Idaho and come
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O
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Don’t Worry. We’re BIG
enough to handle your job.

753-8875

Get  a  part-time  job  working  Saturday’s  9-5  or  your  day  off.  
Must  have  a  car  and  life  insurance  license.  You  can  train  for  
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TSC  Auditorium
Friday  Dec  7th,  6:30  &  8:30
Price:  1  for  $12  or  2  for  $20
Ticket  includes  entrance  to  
film,  a  BOGO  to  Grand  Targee  
&  a  $10  gift  card  to  Liftopia!
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630 West 200 North
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MSP Ski Film, MASSIVE
Gear Giveaway & Music!

Twitter: @CurtisLundstrom
Printing
nBusiness Forms
SOPHOMORE RUNNING BACK JOE HILL fights off senior safety Gary Walker
nThesis, dissertations
in the end zone for a touchdown against the Vandals on Nov. 24 in Romney Stadium. nWedding Invitations
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(and we take care
of your precious
Ben Franklins, too!)
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Invitations
& paper goods
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753-8875
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Invitations
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200 North
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Aggies rally around
basketball player
Our heartfelt prayers go out to
Danny Berger, the men’s basketball
player who collapsed during practice
and had to be flown by medical helicopter to the Murray hospital.
Few of us in the Statesman office
have ever been so close to something
so frightening, and we’re
willing to bet
a vast majorAn Editorial Opinion
ity of the student body at
large hasn’t
either. But perhaps even more aweinspiring than Berger’s near-death
and tragedy is the miracle he embodies as he lays in his Salt Lake County
hospital bed. He’s alive.
Berger is in critical condition and
there is still a looming chance he
could take a turn for the worse, but
he’s alive.
He almost wasn’t.
If it weren’t for the quick thinking of
the USU Athletic Trainers, most notably Mike Williams, Berger probably
wouldn’t be lying in the hospital bed
surrounded by his family and teammates.
Berger’s tragedy has brought Utah
State Aggies together in a strong
bond. Someone on Twitter called it
an #AggieFamily.
This sort of thing has happened
before, and each time it does, we as
Aggies become bound tighter and
tighter to each other and the campus.
Last year when then-freshman quarterback Chuckie Keeton was injured
before halftime of the Hawaii game,
Aggies rallied around their fallen
hero. He could have broken his neck
and died, sending USU’s hopes of
competing in the WAC away with the
slam of an ambulance door.
Hope was not lost. We rallied
around the injured Keeton, as well as
our respected rising workhorse Adam
Kennedy. Aggie Nation became a
more tightly knit community and saw
success on the gridiron.
When Brandon Wright crashed
on his motorcycle and was trapped
beneath a burning car, compassionate citizens ran into the blaze, lifted
the wreckage and pulled him from
certain death to safety. The nation
witnessed the courage of the USU
community as several national news
outlets broadcast the remarkable
footage.
It’s magical. It’s a miracle. It’s the
experience of a lifetime. It’s being an
Aggie.
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Do grad studies matter at USU?
>EGL4SVXQER
ASUSU
View

In the last year, Utah State
has seen graduate tuition
waivers undergo significant
changes, the dissolution of the
Graduate Student Senate and
a continuing slump in graduate students as a percent of
total students. Since fall 2004,
the USU Logan campus
has seen the percentage of
graduate students decrease
from 11.9 percent to a low of
10.4 percent today. During
this period, undergraduates
have increased by 10.8 percent while graduate students
have decreased by 3.2 percent. In addition, the typical
doctoral graduate assistant
made $1300 a month in 2012
— with many receiving significantly lower — and the typical
master’s graduate assistant
made a paltry $400 a month
in addition to paying in-state
tuition.
When making the case for
the new Aggie Recreation
Center, Student Services compared our facilities to those
of a number of peer institutions. In terms of graduate
students, all compared universities had a higher percentage of graduate students than
Utah State except for Eastern
Washington University with
10 percent. Those institutions
are Washington State with 13
percent graduate students,
the University of Idaho with
17 percent, Oregon State
with 17 percent, Boise State
with 12 percent, Colorado
State with 14 percent and the
University of New Mexico

with 18 percent. Utah State
cannot compete with peer
institutions if we only rival
them in recreation centers
rather than something as
integral as graduate student
enrollment and support.
If you are an undergraduate, you might be asking yourself right now, “Why should I
care?” There are many reasons
why you should. The number
and quality of graduate students has a direct impact on
you in terms of the quality
of research and the number
of mentoring opportunities.
Graduate students perform
research that is equivalent to
faculty-level research, meaning the more projects and
graduate students a lab has,
the more opportunities there
are for undergraduates to
get involved. Furthermore, if
you’ve ever been in a class
taught by a graduate instructor, you know what a direct
effect they can have on your
overall class experience. If
your graduate instructor is
slaving away for the equivalent of less than $8 an hour,
are they going to be able to
reach their full potential as
teachers?
If you are a graduate student, you are probably
already aware of the situation
and I’m just preaching to the
choir. I know all graduate students are very busy and many
don’t see a path to change the
current situation. However,
there are many actions you
can take at your department,
college and university level.
For example, teaching assistantship salaries are set by the
individual departments. Find
out the last time TAs got a
raise and push for one. Some
colleges have graduate councils. Get involved with them
where possible and make
your own if there isn’t one
already.
At the university level we

have student government
and the Office of Research
and Graduate Studies which
are there to help assist graduate students. In the summer
of 2011, Mark McLellan was
hired as the new vice president for research and dean
of the School of Graduate
Studies. I am very impressed
with the work Mark is doing
and I know that he cares
about graduate students and
wants Utah State to become
a top-tier research institution. Consider contacting
the school of graduate studies directly, or you can contact me, the graduate studies
senator, to help find the right
people to talk to or navigate
the complicated bureaucratic
system. You also have your
individual college senators
who represent graduate students in addition to undergraduates. They can be especially helpful within your own
college because they already
have established the needed
contacts.
Overall, I think there are a
lot of things to improve here
at Utah State in terms of graduate students. I believe that
right now many people are
aware of the situation and are
working to create real change
though in-depth graduate
program reviews, the implementation of competitive
new fellowships and unique
recruitment ideas to appeal to
minorities. A necessary component of this is input from
the graduate students and I
hope that in the future more
students will be motivated to
become involved.
Thank you for your time.
– Zach Portman is the graduate studies senator in the
ASUSU Academic Senate.
Send comments to zportman@gmail.com
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ited to 400 words.
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similar letters.
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printed.
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Columnist bids farewell to Utah, culture
Several
weeks ago,
I received
a text from
an acquaintance askLizzen
ing me if I
Up
wanted to
hang out.
Because
this individual had
never previously expressed any interest in me, I was
surprised, but I responded, “Sure.” As it
turned out, he was asking if I wanted to
attend an LDS fireside.
Shortly before that, I attended a stake
conference in Provo for a friend. One
speaker announced a serious problem: In
the whole of Utah County, there are several thousand Utahns who are not LDS.
“Bring them to the fold,” he said. “That is
far too many.”
Throughout my time writing as a columnist for the Statesman, I have been asked
these questions more times than I can
count: “You’re angry, aren’t you?” “Do you
hate the LDS Church?” “You have a serious bone to pick with the Mormons, don’t
you?”
Yes, yes and yes.
These are difficult questions with difficult answers. Explaining what it’s like to be
an ex-Mormon is complicated and fraught

0M^)QIV]

with emotional hang-ups. Explaining how
something that makes you happy also
makes me miserable is almost impossible:
Even more difficult is reassuring you that I
know that the Mormon Church is not true
as equally as you know it is. I’m going to try
anyway.
One of the primary reasons being an
ex-Mormon is difficult is illustrated in the
first example I gave: Somebody who had
zero interest in my personality invitited
me to Church functions. Because a fundamental part of the Mormon doctrine is the
recruiting of non-members, this is a fairly
common occurrence. But if all you can see
in me is the potential for bringing a lost individual salvation, it cheapens our relationship and demeans your intentions — and
any ex-Mormon can tell you how it feels to
be ignored except for spiritual invitations.
We’d actually prefer to be let alone
completely. But, as the second example
illustrates, that doesn’t happen because
the Mormon Church is everywhere. There
is absolutely no getting away from it here.
Pictures of Caucasian Jesus hang in every
window. Missionaries are sent by neighbors who have never taken the trouble to
meet me. My friend group, my dating pool
and my entire college experience is marginalized because I am not Mormon. The
constant exposure is incredibly frustrating.
This is compounded by another common experience many ex-Mormons share:
ostracization from family and friends. Often

in sacrament meeting, stories are told in
which individuals overcome extreme familial hardships when joining the Mormon
Church and just can’t understand why their
families don’t accept the transition. These
individuals are made out as martyrs who
are unjustly punished for making a decision
that brings them happiness.
Unfortunately, the pendulum doesn’t
swing the other way. Although ex-Mormons hear from many of our Mormon
friends that they still love us, we want to ask
them, “Then why don’t we talk anymore?
Why can’t you empathize?” Ex-Mormons
don’t get invited to family reunions, lifelong church-going friends abruptly lose
contact and false rumors spread like wildfire. Will you pretend there isn’t a correlation?
Often, the rude behavior of Church
members is brushed off with the mantra of,
“The members may not be perfect, but the
doctrine is.” Au contraire, my friends. The
doctrine tells parents their gay son is living
a sinful, intolerable lifestyle. The doctrine
tells youth only to associate with those
who hold the same standards as they do.
The doctrine allowed racism to continue
far past the Civil Rights movement and the
extreme sexism to continue today.
Is that doctrine perfect to you? Because
it seems only perfectly hateful to me.
Sometimes, ex-Mormons are told to
leave Utah if we hate it so much. But if my
Church history isn’t much mistaken, it was

the Mormons themselves not long ago that
were systematically purged from entire
states because they believed differently.
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
Fortunately, I am leaving. But that won’t
change the fact that I do have issues with
the Mormon Church. I think it is a force
most often not for good and it does make
me very angry to watch it wrong the
people I love. I think the sexism, racism
and homophobia is intolerable and you’re
damn right I have a bone to pick with anyone who promotes that kind of behavior.
Unfortunately though, my time with USU
has come to an end and so does my angry,
bone-picking column writing. I would like
to express gratitude to my editor for his
patience and my supporting readers who
have encouraged me onward when I’ve
wanted to flush my laptop down the toilet.
If you’d like to follow me in the future, you
can find my writing at lizeverything.com,
but in the meantime, don’t pseudo-swear,
harass porn users or get married — but do
cross-dress, tip your server and keep those
damn fraternity boys in check.
– Liz Emery is a senior majoring in English
with an emphasis in creative writing. Her
column runs here every other Thursday.
Comments may be sent to her at liz.
emery@yahoo.com.
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Help  Wanted

%522./$1($3$570(176
%5$1'1(:SULYDWHEHG
URRPV SULYDWH EDWKURRPV ZDVK
HUGU\HU  $V ORZ DV PRQWK
SHU FRQWUDFW LI VWD\LQJ WKURXJK
WKH VXPPHU    3ULYDWH EHG
URRPVVKDUHGEDWKURRPVRQVLWH
ODXQGU\$OODSDUWPHQWVKDYHGLVK
ZDVKHUVDQGVHOIFOHDQLQJRYHQV
&ORVH WR 868 DQG 6SHFWUXP
EURRNODQHDSDUWPHQWV#JPDLO
FRP  6HH DW  (  1 RU FDOO


678'(173$<2876&20
3DLG 6XUYH\ 7DNHUV 1HHGHG LQ /R
JDQ)5((WR-RLQ&OLFNRQ
6XUYH\V
(DUQDPRQWKWRGULYH
RXU EUDQG QHZ FDUV ZLWK DGV
ZZZ9HKLFOH3D\FRP
$SDUWPHQW0DQDJHUVSRVLWLRQDYDLO
DEOH6WDUWVLQ'HFHPEHU&ORVHWR
FDPSXV 2QVLWH DSDUWPHQW SUR
YLGHG ,GHDO IRU FRXSOH ZLWK VWD\
DWKRPHPRP0DLQWHQDQFHDQG
ERRNNHHSLQJ H[SHULHQFH D SOXV
6HQGUHVXPHVE\'(&(0%(5
WR0DQDJHU32%R[1RUWK
/RJDQ87

$3$570(176)255(17
Housing

EHGURRPEDVHPHQWDSDUWPHQW
*UHDW EDVHPHQW DSDUWPHQW FORVH
WR 868 $YDLODEOH QRZ WKURXJK
VSULQJVHPHVWHUPRQWK LQ
FOXGHVXWLOLWLHV 6HHDW(
1RUFDOO

Statewide  Ads

%5$1'1(:$3$570(17
6SDFLRXV  EHGURRP DSDUWPHQW LQ
1RUWK /RJDQ  1R VPRNLQJ QR
GULQNLQJQRSHWV
&DOO

$GRSWLRQ$237$+$33,/<PDUULHG
FRXSOHVHHNVWRDGRSW:HOOSUR
YLGH\RXUEDE\ZLWKORYHODXJKWHU
HGXFDWLRQ VHFXULW\ :RQGHUIXO

%XLOGLQJ0DWHULDO
0(7$/ 522):$// 3DQHOV 3UH
HQJLQHHUHG 0HWDO %XLOGLQJV 0LOO
SULFHV IRU VKHHWLQJ FRLO DUH DW D
\HDUORZ<RXJHWWKHVDYLQJV
 &RORUV SULPH PDWHULDO FXW
WR \RXU H[DFW OHQJWK &2 %XLOG
LQJ 6\VWHPV &2%/'*6
XFDQ RI
),1$1&,$/
&5(',7 &$5' 5(/,() %XULHG LQ
&UHGLW&DUG'HEW"2YHU"
:HFDQJHW\RXRXWRIGHEWTXLFN
O\DQGVDYH\RXWKRXVDQGVRIGRO
ODUV&DOO&5(',7&$5'5(/,()
IRU \RXU IUHH FRQVXOWDWLRQ 
 XFDQ RI
),1$1&,$/
&5(',7 &$5' 5(/,() %XULHG LQ
&UHGLW&DUG'HEW"2YHU"
:HFDQJHW\RXRXWRIGHEWTXLFN
O\DQGVDYH\RXWKRXVDQGVRIGRO
ODUV&DOO&5(',7&$5'5(/,()
IRU \RXU IUHH FRQVXOWDWLRQ 
 XFDQ RI
+HOS:DQWHG
'5,9(56 12 (;3(5,(1&("
Phone for Thursday eve shows
&ODVV$&'/'ULYHU7UDLQLQJ:H
WUDLQ DQG HPSOR\ &HQWUDO 5H
IULJHUDWHG    ZZZ
FHQWUDOWUXFNGULYLQJMREVFRP
XFDQ RI

Answers elsewhere in this issue!
!"#$

&$77/( 5$1&+)$50 IRU VDOH
 DFUHV ZLWK SHUPLWV 
VKDUHVRIZDWHUKHDGRIFDWWOH
SOXV VKHHS JRDWV  KRUVHV $OO
IDUP HTXLSPHQW LQFOXGHG )RU
PRUHGHWDLOVFDOO-RHDW
 XFDQ RI
$,5/,1(&$5((56%(&20(
DQ$YLDWLRQ0DLQWHQDQFH7HFK)$$
DSSURYHGWUDLQLQJ)LQDQFLDODLGLI
TXDOLILHG+RXVLQJDYDLODEOH-RE
SODFHPHQW DVVLVWDQFH &DOO $,0
 XFDQ RI
),1' $ 086,& 7($&+(5 0XVLF
/HVVRQV IRU $OO $JHV 7DNH /HV
VRQVRIIHUVDIIRUGDEOHVDIHJXDU
DQWHHGPXVLFOHVVRQVZLWKWHDFK
HUVLQ\RXUDUHD2XUSUHVFUHHQHG
WHDFKHUV VSHFLDOL]H LQ VLQJLQJ
JXLWDU SLDQR GUXPV YLROLQ DQG
PRUH  &DOO  

www.walkercinemas.net
753-6444
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 PLQV 6DOW /DNH  DFUHV LQ
8WDK  /HQGHU LV VHOOLQJ
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CrossWord Puzzler
FOR RELEASE DECEMBER 6, 2012

Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle
Edited by Rich Norris and Joyce Lewis

ACROSS
1 Sundsvall rollers
6 Trickeries
11 Pops
14 Portion out
15 Knighted
conductor
16 Took in
17 Typically pinkflowered bloomer
19 Paris pronoun
20 Title words
preceding
“beneath the
milky twilight,” in
a 1999 hit
21 “So relaxing!”
22 Worrisome
engine sound
23 Gateway Arch
architect
26 Set straight
29 Hit, maybe
30 Breeders’ Cup
event
31 Loses on
purpose
34 Light touch
37 Key Egyptian
artifact
unearthed in
1799
41 Coll. applicants
42 Big name in beer
43 Mindless
process
44 Manitoba tribe
46 Blood sugar
regulator
49 Postwar
reception
53 Neutrogena rival
54 Like “ifs” and
“buts”: Abbr.
55 Throw a feast for
59 Back talk
60 Tools of the
mischievous god
hidden in 17-,
23-, 37- and
49-Across
62 Cézanne’s
summer
63 Pad user
64 Light wash
65 Le counterpart, in
Leipzig
66 Like-minded gps.
67 Guide
DOWN
1 Grain holder
2 Jai __
3 Mass robes

By C.C. Burnikel

4 Raspy-voiced
“Like a Rock”
singer
5 Where the anther
is
6 Dallas-toHouston dir.
7 Wedding dances
8 HI hi
9 Highest peak in
the Calif.
Cascades
10 “Sprechen __
Deutsch?”
11 Single-andlooking group
12 Do a makeup
job?
13 Stoop
18 “Unfaithful” costar
22 One that stands
to prevent a
strike
24 More strange
25 Soft-spoken
painter Bob
26 Liberal subject?
27 1939 Garland costar
28 Defroster
alternative
32 “Who am __
say?”
33 Moral principle

12/6/12

Answers
found
elsewhere in
this issue!
Good Luck!
Wednesday’s Puzzle Solved

(c)2012 Tribune Media Services, Inc.

35 Con
36 Summer intern,
often
38 Plural medical
suffix
39 Stock holders?
40 John Wayne
classic
45 Campanella of
Cooperstown
47 North of Paris
48 Mascara mishaps
49 Sank, in a way

12/6/12

50 High class
51 Cary of “The
Princess Bride”
52 Blond comic strip
teenager
56 Secretary of
Education
Duncan
57 Get whipped
58 Fancy pitcher
60 Org. with Eagles
61 Hardly shows of
support

Today’s Issue

TheUSUBack Burner
ThursdayDec 6

Today is Thursday,
Dec. 6, 2012.
Today’s issue of The
Utah Statesman is
published especially
for Marissa Boyer,
a freshman from
North Salt Lake City
studying business
administration.

Almanac
Today in History: In 1865,
the 13th Amendment to the
U.S. Constitution, officially
ending the institution of slav-‐
ery, is ratified. “Neither slavery
nor involuntary servitude,
except as a punishment for
crime whereof the party shall
have been duly convicted, shall
exist within the United States,
or any place subject to their
jurisdiction.”

Weather
High: 47° Low: 26°
Skies:A shower or two pos-‐
sible early with partly cloudy
skies in the afternoon. High
47F. Winds light and variable.
Chance of rain 30 percent.
Humidity: 85 percent
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 No Test Week
 Write Now, Library 6:30-‐8:30 p.m.
 Group Meditation, TSC 335 4-‐5 p.m.
 Know Before You Go: Avalanche Awareness Talk,
Swaner EcoCenter 7-‐8:30 p.m.
 Festival of Trees, TSC Lounges, all day
 Free Holiday Food, TSC Lounges 11:30 a.m.-‐gone
 4H Quilts for CAPSA, AG Science 6-‐8 p.m.
 The Miracle Worker, Caine Lyric Theatre 7:30-‐9
p.m.
 Symphony Orchestra, Kent Concert Hall 7:30-‐9 p.m

FridayDec 7
 No Test Week
 Last Day of Classes
 Member Party: High Altitude Holiday Boutique,
Swaner EcoCenter 5-‐7 p.m.
 Matchstick Productions Premiere of ‘Superheros of
Stoke,” TSC Auditorium 6:30 p.m.
 Aggie Game Night, ENG 2017:30-‐11:30 p.m.
 Chinese Christian Fellowship, ENG 203 6:30-‐8:30
p.m.
 Festival of Trees, TSC Lounges, all day
 Free Holiday Food, TSC Lounges 11:30 a.m.-‐gone
 USU Observatory Public Night, SER Building 7-‐9
p.m.
 The Miracle Worker, Caine Lyric Theatre 7:30-‐9
p.m.

SaturdayDec 8

 High Altitude Holiday Boutique and Open House,
Swaner EcoCenter 1-‐4 p.m.
 The Miracle Worker, Caine Lyric Theatre 7:30-‐9
p.m.
 Men’s Basketball vs. Western Oregon, Spectrum
7:05-‐9 p.m.

SundayDec 9
 UPR Holiday Auction, All Day

MondayDec 10
 Waitlisting email notifications temporarily discon-‐
tinued
 Finals Week

FYI:

The USU Study Abroad fall 2013 pri-‐
ority deadline is Feb. 1 for International
Student Exchange Program. Please
contact the USU Study Abroad Office at
435-‐797-‐0601 or studyabroad@usu.edu
for more information.
The Festival of Trees has been a gift of
love to children at Primary Children’s
Medical Center. More than $30.8 million
has been raised for children at Primary
Children’s Medical Center through the
Festival since 1971, with $1,655,931.40
raised in 2011. Every penny raised helps
children and Primary Children’s Medical
Center. The Festival will run from Nov.
28-‐Dec. 1 in the TSC International
Lounge.
The Caine College of the Arts presents
“The Miracle Worker” Dec. 4-‐8 at 7:30
p.m. at the Caine Lyric Theatre at 28 W.
Center Street. There will be a matinee
Dec. 8 at 2 p.m. Young Helen Keller,
blind, deaf and mute since infancy, is in
danger of being sent to an institution.
Her inability to communicate has left
her frustrated and violent. Her desper-‐
ate parents seek help from the Perkins
Institute and a “half-‐blind Yankee
schoolgirl” named Annie Sullivan.
The USU Symphony Orchestra pres-‐
ents their final performance of the
semester featuring guest pianist Keenan
Reesor Dec. 6 at 7:30 p.m. in the Kent
Concert Hall in the Chase Fine Arts
Center. Reesor is an alumni of USU and
will be performing Rachmaninoff’s
Third Piano Concerto.
Match Sticks Productions presents
Super Heroes of Stoke. There will be
two showings on Dec. 7. The first is at
6:30 p.m. and the second at 8:30 p.m.
in the TSC Auditorium. Grand Targhee
Resort is giving away a buy one get one
free ski pass to everyone that buys a tick-‐
et to the show. Gear and a Season Pass to
Beaver Mountain will also be given away.
Tickets are one for $12 or two for $20.
The Institute choir will be singing a
selection of Christmas songs in the
Institute Cultural Hall at 7:00 p.m. Dec.
7-‐8 to invite the spirit of Christmas.

Argyle Sweater Universal

Everyone is invited.
Common Ground, a non-‐profit orga-‐
nization that serves individuals with
disabilities, is having a rec night at the
Logan Recreation Center on Dec. 10 from
6:00-‐8:00 p.m. Cost is $3. Please call in to
435-‐713-‐0288 to sign up. Transportation is
available.
The Institute will be serving free food
in the Institute Cultural Center during
finals week for anyone needing a break
from their studying. Everyone is also
invited to enroll in an Institute class next
semester. Schedules will be available. Food
will be served on Dec. 10-‐12 from 11:30
until it’s gone.
An indoor triathlon will take place in
the HPER pool and Fieldhouse on Saturday
Dec. 8 at 10 a.m. The race will be a 200-‐
yard swim, four-‐mile bike and 1.2 mile run.
Sign up at the HPER service desk. $10 for
students/employees, $15 for public.

More Calendar and FYI
listings, Interactive Calendar
and Comics at

Utah Statesman
The

www.utahstatesman.com

